
 
 

 

 

 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ba_kOUmlDME 

 

 

Make the character of the piece clear to the learners through their experience of the 

structured whole of the work. The score is not the point of entry into the learning 

experience.  

The score should only be used: 

• by the teacher to select melodic and rhythmic phrases from the work to use in 

isolation as point of entry to plan music-making activities 

• by the learner as listening guide to analyse the musical ideas to show their 

understanding of the process. 

 

 

TUNE:  
Camille Saint-Saëns: Carnival of the Animals 

IV – Tortoises 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ba_kOUmlDME


Understand the music from the inside 
In this piece the following concepts can serve as the basis to plan a learning 

experience:  

• Tempo 

• Style  

• Timbre 

 

When Tempo is the POINT OF ENTRY 

Through engagement with the music the learners can also become aware of the 

following dimensions/meta dimensions:  

 

 
 

Tempo Andante maestoso 

Mood majestic 

Dynamics p and pp 

Articulation  legato 

Timbre Piano (keyboard, chordophone), strings (chordophone) 

string quartet (includes double bass) 

Melody (pitch) lower range 

Find the translations and explanations of the words under APPLY – Musical Words 

  



Tempo 
 

Concept Level of understanding 
Foundation phase 

Tempo slow 

Mood majestic  

Dynamics Very soft 

Articulation Smooth 

Timbre Piano and strings 

Pitch Low 

Intermediate phase 

Tempo  slow and going slower  

Mood majestic  

Dynamics Very soft 

Going softer  

Articulation Smooth  

Timbre Piano and strings  

Melody (pitch) Pitch: lower range 

Contour and direction 

Phrases: contrast and repetition 

Intervals: skips and steps 

Senior phase 

Tempo Andante maestoso 

Ritardando 

Mood majestic  

Dynamics pianissimo 

Articulation legato 

Timbre Instrument families: keyboard and strings 

Both are chordophones 

Melody Pitch: lower range 

Contour and direction 

Phrases: contrast and repetition (4 bar phrases) 

Repetition and contrast in melody and rhythm patterns 

Chromatic notes 

Intervals  

Modality – major 

 

  



When Style is the POINT OF ENTRY 

Through engagement with the music the learners can also become aware of the 

following dimensions/meta dimensions:  

 

 
 

Style comedic musical suite 

Sense of ensemble Process of organising and assembling all the dimensions 

and meta dimensions  

The unified product - chamber music 

Historical context Romantic period 

String quartet 

Timbre  Piano (keyboard, chordophone), strings (chordophone) 

string quartet (includes double bass) 

Texture  homophony 

 

  



Style 

 

Concept Level of understanding 
Foundation phase 

Timbre  Piano and strings 

Texture  Thin texture 

Personal context Learners discuss their understanding of the piece form the 

‘inside’ and add their own personal context to what they have 

learned about the ‘product’. 

Intermediate phase 

Style Comedic musical suite 

Classical orchestral music 

Sense of ensemble Process of organising and assembling all the dimensions and 

meta-dimensions  

The unified product – orchestral piece 

Historical context Romantic period 

String quartet 

Timbre  Piano and strings 

Texture  Homophony 

Senior phase 

Style Comedic musical suite 

Classical orchestral music 

Sense of ensemble Process of organising and assembling all the dimensions and 

meta-dimensions  

The unified product – orchestral piece 

Historical context Romantic period 

String quartet 

Timbre  Instrument families: keyboard and strings 

Both are chordophones 

Texture  Homophony 

 

  



When Timbre is the POINT OF ENTRY 

Through engagement with the music the learners can also become aware of the 

following dimensions/meta dimensions:  

 

 
 

Timbre  Piano (keyboard, chordophone), strings (chordophone) 

string quartet (includes double bass) 

Articulation  legato  

Tempo Andante maestoso  

Dynamics p, pp 

Melody Played by the strings  

Contour and direction – up and down 

Texture Homophony 

Chords played by piano 

 

  



Timbre 

 

Concept Level of understanding 
Foundation phase 

Timbre  Piano and strings 

Articulation  Smooth 

Tempo slow 

Dynamics Soft and very soft 

Melody Contour and direction – up and down 

Texture Thin texture 

Intermediate phase 

Timbre  Piano and strings 

Articulation  Smooth 

Tempo slow and going slower 

Dynamics Very soft 

Going softer 

Melody Pitch: lower range 

Contour and direction 

Phrases: contrast and repetition 

Intervals: skips and steps 

Texture Homophony 

Senior phase 

Timbre  Instrument families: keyboard and strings 

Both are chordophones 

Articulation  legato 

Tempo Andante maestoso 

Ritardando 

Dynamics pianissimo 

Melody Pitch: lower range 

Contour and direction 

Phrases: contrast and repetition (4 bar phrases) 

Repetition and contrast in melody and rhythm patterns 

Chromatic notes 

Intervals  

Modality – major 

Texture Homophony 

 

  



Other concepts 
 

Concept Level of understanding 
Rhythm 

Perform, read and write  

Rests:  

 
crotchet and minim 

Metre Quadruple time – four beats per bar 

 
Personal context Learners discuss their understanding of the piece form the 

‘inside’ and add their own personal context to what they have 

learned about the ‘product’. 

 

 


