
 
 

 

 

 

TEMPO and MOOD 
 

Adagio  slow 

Allegro  lively 

Andante moderately slow 

Maestoso  majestic and stately 

Moderato Moderately 

Ritardando gradually going slower 

Fermata Hold longer 

Accelerando Increase tempo 

Allargando Slow tempo down 

Rallentando Decrease tempo 

Ritardando Gradually slow down 

Ritenuto Hold back in terms of tempo 

Rubato Play freely in terms of tempo 

Stringendo Hurry up  
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DYNAMICS 

word  meaning sign 

piano soft p 

pianissimo very soft pp 

forte loud f 

fortissimo very loud ff 

mezzo piano moderately soft mp 

mezzo forte moderately loud mf 

crescendo gradually increase volume cresc. 

decrescendo gradually decrease volume decresc. 

diminuendo play to diminish dim. 

rinforzando play to reinforce volume rfz 

sforzando play forcibly loud sfz 

 

  

 

 

WORDS:  

Musical terms and their meaning 



ARTICULATION AND ORNAMENTS 
Legato smooth/in a smooth flowing manner 

Staccato choppy/short and detached 

Staccatissimo  even shorter/ more detached than staccato 

Accent note should be played louder- stand out 

Trill rapid changing movement between the note and a 

note above it, producing a ‘shaking’ sound 

Upper mordent Rapidly play the principal note, the next higher note 

(according to key signature) then returns to the 

principal note for the remaining duration. 

Lower mordent Rapidly play the principal note, the note below it, then 

return to the principal note for the remaining duration. 

Turn a sequence of upper auxiliary note, principal note, 

lower auxiliary note, and a return to the principal note. 

Appoggiatura The first half of the principal note's duration has the 

pitch of the grace note 

Acciaccatura  The acciaccatura is of very brief duration, as though 

brushed on the way to the principal note, which 

receives virtually all of its notated duration. 

 

  



PERFORMANCE STYLE 
Ad libitum Change as you would like to 

Animato  Animated 

Cantabile Singing-like 

Con brio  Animated 

Dolce Sweetly 

Espressivo Expressive 

Grazioso With grace 

Maestoso Majestically  

Marcato Marked 

Meno Mosso Slower, less lively  

Poco a poco Little by little 

Piu mosso Faster and more lively 

Semplice Simply 

Simile Similarly 

Solo Alone 

Sostenuto Sustained 

Sotto voce Half (toned-down) voice 

Subito Suddenly 

Tenuto Hold longer 

Tutti Everyone 

Volta Subito Turn quickly 

 

STYLE AND GENRE  

Arabesque Type of music where the selected melodies create and 

Arabic atmosphere 

Aria A song in an opera 

Bagatelle A short, light piece of music usually written for piano 

Ballad Folk song with a narrative structure 

Ballet A theatrical art form using dancing, music, and scenery 

to convey a story, theme, or atmosphere 

Barcarolle Boating song – gondoliers in Venice 

Burlesque A burlesque is a literary, dramatic or musical work 

intended to cause laughter by caricaturing the manner 

or spirit of serious works, or by ludicrous treatment of 

their subjects. 

Cabaret A form of theatrical entertainment featuring dance, 

music and drama. Typically performed on stage in 

clubs or pubs. 

  



Canon A musical form and compositional technique, based on 

the principle of strict imitation, in which an initial 

melody is imitated at a specified time interval by one or 

more parts, either at the unison (i.e., the same pitch) or 

at some other pitch. 

Cantata A composition for one or more voices usually 

comprising solos, duets, recitatives, and choruses and 

sung to an instrumental accompaniment. 

Caprice A piece of music, usually fairly free in form and of a 

lively character. The typical capriccio is one that is fast, 

intense, and often virtuosic in nature. 

Carol A song, characteristically of religious joy, associated 

with a given season, especially at Christmas time 

Chaconne A musical composition in moderate triple time typically 

consisting of variations on a repeated succession of 

chords. 

Chanson A music-hall or cabaret song. 

Concerto A musical composition for instruments in which a solo 

instrument is set off against an orchestral ensemble. 

Divertimento A light and entertaining composition, typically one in the 

form of a suite for chamber orchestra. 

Étude An étude or study is an instrumental musical 

composition, usually short, designed to provide 

practice material for perfecting a particular musical 

skill. 

Fugue A musical composition in which one or two themes are 

repeated or imitated by successively entering voices 

and contrapuntally developed in a continuous 

interweaving of the voice parts  

Gavotte An old French dance in moderately quick quadruple 

meter. a piece of music for, or in the rhythm of, this 

dance, often forming one of the movements in the 

classical suite, usually following the saraband. 

Gigue A lively piece of music in the style of a dance, typically 

of the Renaissance or baroque period, and usually in 

compound time. 



Gregorian chant A monodic and rhythmically free liturgical chant of the 

Roman Catholic Church. 

Impromptu A free-form musical composition with the character of 

an improvisation as if prompted by the spirit of the 

moment, usually for a solo instrument, such as piano. 

Intermezzo A short connecting instrumental movement in an opera 

or other musical work. 

Lied German song. Typically, Lieder are arranged for a single 

singer and piano 

Madrigal A madrigal is a secular vocal music composition of the 

Renaissance (15th–16th c.) and early Baroque (1600–

1750) eras. 

March A march, as a musical genre, is a piece of music with a 

strong regular rhythm which in origin was expressly 

written for marching to and most frequently performed 

by a military band. 

Mass A form of sacred music- a choral work-  based on 

Eucharistic liturgy. Most commonly set in Latin. 

Mazurka A Polish folk dance in moderate triple measure. 

Minimal music Minimal music is a form of art music or other 

compositional practice that employs limited or minimal 

musical materials. Prominent features of minimalist 

music include repetitive patterns or pulses, steady 

drones, consonant harmony, and reiteration of musical 

phrases or smaller units 

Minuet An elegant dance in triple time. 

Motet style of vocal composition that has undergone 

numerous transformations through many centuries. 

Typically, it is a Latin religious choral composition, yet it 

can be a secular composition or a work for soloist(s) 

and instrumental accompaniment, in any language, 

with or without a choir. 

Musical suite A collection of short musical pieces intended to be 

played one after the other. The pieces are commonly 

dance movements.  



Nocturne A composition inspired by, or evocative of, the night, 

and cultivated in the 19th century primarily as a 

character piece for piano 

Opera A drama set to music and made up of vocal pieces with 

orchestral accompaniment and orchestral overtures 

and interludes 

Opera buffa Comedy or humorous opera 

Opera seria Style of Italian opera dominant in 18th-century Europe. 

Italian: “Serious opera” 

Operetta An operetta is like a light opera but more humorous in 

tone. 

Oratorio a large musical composition for orchestra, choir, and 

soloists. 

Overture Usually, the orchestral introduction to a musical work. 

Partita A suite, typically for a solo instrument or chamber 

ensemble. 

Passacaglia • An old Italian or Spanish dance tune.  

• An instrumental musical composition consisting of 

variations usually on a ground bass in moderately 

slow triple time. 

Pastorale A composition evocative of rural life, characterized by 

moderate compound duple or quadruple time and 

sometimes a droning accompaniment. a musical play 

based on a rustic story, popular during the 16th 

century. 

Pavane A slow processional dance common in Europe during 

the 16th century. 

Polonaise A stately Polish processional dance, performed by 

couples in a dance hall. Typically, in triple meter and 

played at a moderate tempo. 

Prelude A musical composition, usually brief, that is generally 

played as an introduction to another, larger musical 

piece. 

Quartet An ensemble of four singers or instrumental players. 

Quintet An ensemble of five singers or instrumental players. 



Requiem Any piece of music composed for or performed for a 

deceased person. 

Rhapsody An extended, emotional piece of music or literature, or 

an enthusiastic written or spoken response or feeling, 

or an ancient Greek epic poem. 

Rondo An instrumental composition typically with a refrain 

recurring four times in the tonic and with three 

couplets in contrasting keys. 

Sarabande A slow, stately Spanish dance in triple meter. 

Sinfonia/ Symphony An orchestral piece used as an introduction to an 

opera, cantata, or suite. 

Singspiel A form of German light opera, typically with spoken 

dialogue, popular especially in the late 18th century. 

Sonata A type of musical composition, usually for a solo 

instrument or a small instrumental ensemble, that 

typically consists of two to four movements. 

Sonatina A shorter and often lighter form of the sonata, usually 

in three short movements. 

Song cycle A group, or cycle, of individually complete songs 

designed to be performed in a sequence as a unit. 

Suite A series of distinct instrumental movements or sections 

with some element of unity, usually intended to be 

performed as a single unit. 

Toccata A musical composition usually for organ or harpsichord 

in a free style and characterized by full chords, rapid 

runs, and high harmonies. 

Trio Ensemble of three singers or instrumentalists 

Vaudeville A light often comic theatrical piece frequently 

combining pantomime, dialogue, dancing, and song. 

Walz A ballroom dance in ³/₄ time with strong accent on the 

first beat and a basic pattern of step-step-close. 

 

 

  



VOICES 
Baritone Male singing voice in the middle range 

Bass Classical male singing voice with the lowest vocal range 

of all voice types. 

Alto  Female voice type with a lower range. 

Soprano Female voice type with a higher range. 

Coloratura soprano Type of operatic soprano voice that specializes in music 

that is distinguished by agile runs, leaps and trills. 

Tenor Male voice type with a high range. 

Mezzo-Soprano Female voice type with a middle range. 

Countertenor Type of classical male singing voice whose vocal range 

is equivalent to that of the female Alto. 

 

INSTRUMENTS 
Non melodic percussion 

instruments 

Do not necessarily have a definite pitch. 

Melodic percussion 

instruments 

A percussion instrument used to produce musical 

notes of one or more pitches. 

Chordophones  Any of a class of musical instruments in which a 

stretched, vibrating string produces the initial sound. 

The five basic types are bows, harps, lutes, lyres, and 

zithers. 

String instruments See Chordophones 

Brass instruments Any wind instrument—usually of brass or other metal 

but formerly of wood or horn—in which the vibration 

of the player's lips against a cup- or funnel-shaped 

mouthpiece causes the initial vibration of an air 

column. 

Woodwind instruments  The instruments in this family all used to be made of 

wood, which gives them their name. Today, they are 

made of wood, metal, plastic or some combination. 

They are all basically narrow cylinders or pipes, with 

holes, an opening at the bottom end and a mouthpiece 

at the top. 

Keyboard instruments  A musical instrument played using a keyboard, a row of 

levers which are pressed by the fingers. 

 

  



MODALITY 
major A scale in which the third scale degree (the mediant) is 

a major third above the tonic note. Usually associated 

with being a “happy” scale. 
natural minor A diatonic scale that is built by starting on the sixth 

degree of its relative major scale. 
harmonic minor The harmonic minor scale is derivative of the natural 

minor scale where the seventh scale degree is raised 

by a half step. Starts on the sixth degree of its relative 

major scale and is associated with being a “sad” scale. 
melodic minor A minor scale with raised sixth and seventh scale 

degrees, but only when ascending. A descending 

melodic minor scale is identical to a natural minor 

scale. 
pentatonic Also called five-note scale or five-tone scale, musical 

scale containing five different tones. arranged like a 

major scale with the fourth and seventh tones omitted. 
chromatic A chromatic scale is a musical scale which uses every 

note as it goes up or down i.e., it goes up and down in 

semitones (half tones).  
diatonic Relating to, or being a musical scale (such as a major or 

minor scale) comprising intervals of five whole steps 

and two half steps. 
blues scale A musical scale having intervals that mutate between 

major and minor and used especially in jazz. A blues 

scale is a six-note scale based on the major or minor 

pentatonic with added chromatic “blue” notes.  
tonic The first step/degree of any diatonic scale 
supertonic The second step/degree of any diatonic scale 
mediant The third step/degree of any diatonic scale 
subdominant The fourth step/degree of any diatonic scale 
dominant The fifth step/degree of any diatonic scale 
submediant The sixth step/degree of any diatonic scale 
leading note The seventh step/degree of any diatonic scale 
ionan mode The Ionian mode is the first of seven modes of the 

major scale. Starts on the tonic and is the same as the 

diatonic major scale. E.g.: C D E F G A B C 
dorian mode A type of minor mode which means that the 3rd note 

of the scale is lowered by a half step (semitone). Starts 

on the second step of a major diatonic mode. E.g.: D E 

F G A B C D. 

 

  



 
phrygian mode The Phrygian is the third mode. It is also very similar to 

the modern natural minor scale. The only difference is 

in the second note, which is a minor second not a 

major. The Phrygian dominant is also known as the 

Spanish gypsy scale, because it resembles the scales 

found in flamenco music. E.g.: E F G A B C D E 
lydian mode A musical scale that uses seven tones. It begins with 

three whole tones, then a semitone, followed by two 

whole tones and finally, ending with a semitone. Starts 

on the fourth step of a diatonic major scale. E.g.: F G A 

B C D E F 
mixolydian mode The Mixolydian mode is the 5th mode of the major 

scale as it is derived from the 5th note of the major 

scale. It's constructed by taking the standard major 

scale and lowering the seventh note by a half step. E.g.: 

G A B C D E F G 
aeolian  The Aeolian mode is a musical mode or, in modern 

usage, a diatonic scale also called the natural minor 

scale. E.g.: A B C D E F G A 
locrian mode A minor mode starting on the 7th step of a diatonic 

major scale. E.g.: B C D E F G A B  

 


